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Hello District 6!

We’re doing very well on educationals this year.  We’re at 200 CTMs (51% of the goal).  Leading divisions are Southern, Metro, and Eastern.  For ATMs, we have 86 (79% of the goal).  Southern & Eastern have met the goal, with Frontier not far behind.  For Leadership designations, we have 88 (81% of the goal) with Eastern meeting the goal and Northern & Frontier not far behind.  Please keep working on your speeches.  We need to get some more CTMs in to make our goal and make Distinguished!

We are having a drawing for people who achieve their educational goals and also attend their division contests.  Some face heavy competition (11 this time in Frontier) and some none (one was not even claimed in the fall).  The winners of the Holiday $10 Gift Certificates this time have been Helen Grothe (Northern) & Colleen Morse (Frontier).

I encourage every club to spend the next 3 months to work hard at being Distinguished.  While getting 9 points is difficult and a major accomplishment, with the exception of new clubs this year, any club should be able to achieve the 5 points needed to make Distinguished.  If your club has the points but not the members, focus more on a membership drive. 

I will be very busy as District Governor next year, but would like to spend some time visiting clubs.  If your club achieves President’s Distinguished THIS year, I will visit your club some time in the next year.  Of course I will visit other clubs too, but I encourage you to go for the gold and be your best this year.

Don’t forget, as stated in your Club’s Constitution & Bylaws, you must elect officers at the first meeting in May.  Please get your list submitted either by hard copy or online by May 31st to Toastmasters International.

I’d like to take a moment and remind you of the Toastmaster’s Promise that every club member agreed to follow when joining (it is on the back of the application):

-To attend Club meetings regularly

-To prepare all of my speeches to the best of my ability, basing them on projects in the C & L Program manual or the Advanced Communication & Leadership Program manuals

-To willingly prepare for and fulfill meeting assignments

-To provide fellow members with helpful, constructive evaluations

-To help the Club maintain the positive, friendly environment necessary for all members to learn and grow

-To willingly serve my Club as an officer when called upon to do so

-To treat my fellow Club members and our guests with respect and courtesy

-To bring guests to Club meetings so they can see the benefits Toastmasters membership offers

-To adhere to the guidelines and rules for all Toastmasters educational & recognition programs

-To maintain honest & highly ethical standards during the conduct of all Toastmasters activities

Thanks, and good luck to you all for the rest of the year.  Be your best!

Steve Lockwood, DTM

District 6 Lt Governor of Educational & Training

651-330-0705/651-343-0047

steve@d6tm.org

How Does Our Garden Grow?   
April 3, 2003
How does your club garden grow? 

How Does Our Garden Grow?”  District 6 has officially chartered twelve clubs. Carlsonics (Area 55, Northern Division), Star Speakers (Area 43, Metro Division), and The Toast of MVH (Area 1, Central Division) have chartered since the last newsletter. Our goal is to achieve a net gain of 7. This means we need to charter 7 more clubs than we lose this year. So far, we have chartered 10 and lost 2 for a net gain of 10. We will be watching the membership numbers closely as clubs remit their dues for the April-Sept ’03 period to make sure our net gain does not fall below 7.

Do you want to join a specialty club? We have two new specialty clubs forming in District 6. A club that will focus on Storytelling is being organized in Central Division. David Schaal is the contact. Email: davidrobertschaal@hotmail.com. Phone: 612-729-3160. Another club that is forming is one that will be geared towards people who are working to become professional speakers. Past District Governor, Shirley Daniel, DTM, is the contact for this club. Phone: 952-447-4621. You can also learn more about these two clubs via the website: www.d6tm.org. 

Remember that clubs that have fewer than 20 members must have a net gain of 5 before June 30, 2003 to qualify for Distinguished Club status. Clubs that start the year with fewer than 20 members and end the year with 20 or more members will receive special recognition from Toastmasters International. Clubs that demonstrate a net growth of five members will also receive recognition from World Headquarters.

Talk Up Toastmasters! Toastmasters International sponsored a membership building contest from February 1, 2003 – March 31, 2003. It was called Talk Up Toastmasters! To earn the award, a club needed to add 5 new members to their roster during this time. It will be May before I get the results of this contest. I hear rumors that a club in Duluth earned this award!!! 

Beat the Clock The next membership contest runs from May 1, 2003 – June 30, 2003. Can you guess what it is called? You got it…. BEAT THE CLOCK!  Clubs who add 5 new, dual, or reinstated members during these two months will earn a choice of one item from The Better Speaker Series, The Successful Club Series, or The Leadership Excellence Series. Will your club earn this prestigious award?

Want a tip on how to gain members? Please see this LGM webpage for membership building ideas: http://www.d6tm.org/District/Leaders/LGM/lgm-index.html. Please make sure that you always have a new member application available in the event that a guest wants to join!!

DUES: Dues are due!! Dues for the April, 2003 – September 2003 period must be received 

by Toastmasters International no later than April 10, 2003.  Your club must submit dues on time if members of your club want to compete in speech contests this spring. Contestants competing in the Division and District contests must have paid dues to be eligible to compete. The club that a contestant represents also needs to have paid dues for the contestant to be eligible. Please don’t make us contact you to find out the status of your club dues!! 

Guest Packet Contest: Did your club enter the Guest Packet Contest? Winners will be announced on May 3rd during our spring convention.  

TELI: The next TELI will be Saturday, July 26th, at the Holiday Inn Select in Bloomington. Watch the District website for more details that will be posted after the spring convention, May 2-3. It will be an event you won’t want to miss!! 

Mary Swanson

2002-03 Lieutenant Governor of Marketing (LGM)     lgm@d6tm.org    (H) 952-492-3688

Hello Toastmasters Leaders!

Did I ever tell you about the time I was on vacation in England and visited a Toastmasters club? The club members were welcoming and there were 4 other visitors there from "the States." I know it is a cliche but the miles melted away because of our Toastmasters connection.

Or what about the time a few years ago when I called a friend in Iowa whom I had not spoken with in 15 years? When we were talking she mentioned she had just joined Toastmasters....AND she remembered reading an article that I had written for The Toastmaster magazine. Even though our friendship had survived years and miles apart, Toastmasters helped us come closer together.

But I'm sure you must have heard about the time I wore my Toastmasters name badge on my sleeve (literally, on the sleeve of the turquoise blouse I was wearing), got on an elevator at the University of Minnesota, and drew immediate attention from the lone male occupant. Yes, he noticed the name badge!

These are little Toastmasters events in my life. Because of Toastmasters, I have been able to bond quicker with like minds. There is a commercial that says "What have you done for me lately?" Instead, I encourage you to ask yourself, "What have I done for Toastmasters lately?"

Looking forward to seeing YOU at the Spring Convention!


Lori Spangler 
205 Primrose Court 
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127 
651-483-1172

pro@d6tm.org 
Visit the Spring Convention page to get the latest details about this exciting extravaganza!  Register Online using the Spring Convention Online Registration Form.  Early Bird registration saves you $10 on the full package, but these savings are only good until April 15th.

Visit me at the Web Editor’s Booth at the Spring Convention on Saturday, May 3rd.  I’ll be available to help you setup your own club website, plus give you a tour of the District 6 website and answer questions. I’ll see you there!

Is your club hosting an Open House event to help build membership?  Do you need some ideas for such an event?  Visit the new Open House Events page for details.  Send your Open House details to angie@d6tm.org and we’ll post 1 event per club per year.  Get those new members in now for your Distinguished Club Points!

Please let me know if you have information you'd like posted.  Enjoy your contests – hope to see you at the Spring Convention!

Sincerely,

Angie Dys
District 6 Web Editor

Discover Your Hidden Treasure
angie@d6tm.org
	April 7, 2003


Dear Club President:


“Be Your Best!”  Has this been your best club year ever?  Has this been YOUR best year ever?  This year’s theme encourages you to go out, take action and achieve goals for yourself and your club.  You make a difference!  Is your club headed for Distinguished status?  Many of the clubs will make the goal.  If your club won’t, what is one action you can take to improve it right now? Just one improvement and you could get it moving in the right direction.  How about you – will you finish your CTM or ATM?


Discover Your Hidden Treasure!  Come to the District 6 Spring Convention, May 2 & 3 at the Sheraton 4 Points, Minneapolis.  See the highlights by going to the D 6 website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.d6tm.org" ��www.d6tm.org�.  There are several events you won’t want to miss.  We have two speech contests scheduled – Tall Tales and International.  The Tall Tales contest and Talent Show featuring “Kane & Black” are on Friday night.  We have our International Director, Linda Hawk, visiting us from Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada.  You can ask her just where that is?  Saturday, join us for Educational sessions, the C & L Luncheon, International contest and so much more.  Please come and help us celebrate our successful year.  I would love to break all attendance records with your help! 


Semi Annual Reports must be received by April 10 at TI.  Your club will receive Distinguished Club Program credit for submission on or before the deadline. 


Proxies – The proxies for D6 have been mailed to club President’s of record. Don’t throw it away!!! The proxy enables you to vote for the slate of Incoming Officers at the Spring Convention Business Meeting, Saturday, May 3.  If you cannot attend, give your proxy to another club officer to carry your vote for you.  Regional and International proxies will be mailed to the top 2 club officers by March 31.  Unless you plan to be at the Regional and International Conventions, please send your proxies to me.  Your vote is so important this year because we have our own Past District Governor, Len Glaeser, running for office and he has competition.  He needs 2 votes from each club.


June 26, 27 & 28 – Region IV Conference, Radisson Hotel, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  Hosted by District 64.  Highlights include educational sessions, Humorous Showcase, International Speech Contest and election of the Region IV International Director.  Len Glaeser, Past District 6 Governor, is our declared candidate.


You receive recognition for sponsoring 5, 10 or 15 Toastmaster members during the year.  Recognition is also given to clubs beginning the year under charter strength and ending the year with 20 or more members.  Clubs which demonstrate net growth of 5 members also receive recognition.


I look forward to seeing all of you at the Spring Convention, May 2 & 3.  Your treasure awaits you!








“Be Your Best!”  


Sincerely,


Judy


Judy Southwick


District Governor
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