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Hello District 6!

We’re off to an awesome start!!!

Training:  As of August 2nd, 25% of District 6 club officers have been trained.  Our goal is 100% by August 31st.

Why is officer training so important?  It’s important to learn how to fulfill the duties of your position, and to talk to other officers of other clubs, and it also helps your club meet it’s DCP goal.  Even if you have held the position before, it is important to get trained every year.

All first-round training must be completed by August 31st.  Specials thank you to John Flipse and Eastern Division, where 61% of the clubs had been trained by July 27th!

Distinguished Club Program: Every club in the district should fill out a Distinguished Club Plan and submit it to your Division and Area Governors.  Clubs that follow the DCP are successful and those who don’t often aren’t.  53 of our 239 clubs achieved at least distinguished status last year, and they were many of the districts most successful clubs.

I recommend every member of your club chooses an educational goal to shoot for this year.  Be your best!

REMEMBER THOUGH…. Every club must finish the year with 20 UNLESS you had fewer than 15 members on July 1, 2002, and then you’d need a net gain of 5 members.  Club bases are available at www.toastmasters.org or from your Division Governor.  Many clubs last year believed they made distinguished because they accomplished their 5 points, but their membership remained in the low teens.  If your club is below 20, make sure your DCP focus goes hand-in-hand with your membership focus.

Speech contests: The Humorous speech and Evaluation contests are coming up soon.  Every club should send a contestant for each, and at least 2 judges to the contest.  A strong area is the result of its clubs participating.  Competing in contests is fun and educational!  Remember we’ll be giving out a gift certificate at every contest.  Those eligible will be anyone who has achieved an educational accomplishment (CTM, ATM, CL, AL, DTM) this year AND is present at the contest.

Education modules: Please consider presenting a Success/Leadership module to your club this year.  Education is a big part of the Toastmasters program and you’ll enjoy presenting them.

International Convention: I’m on my way to San Antonio this month (via Dallas and Carlsbad Caverns and Big Bend National Parks).  It will be fun getting our awards!  Having a successful year was due to many, but especially to the great leadership and friendship of Cliff Heinsch.  He made it possible for me to succeed, and I wouldn’t have taken on this job without him!

I’d love to hear any of your questions, comments, and concerns.  Without you, there would be no need for a LGET.

Thanks!

Steve Lockwood, DTM

District 6 Lt Governor of Education and Training

H 651-330-0705/C 651-214-5343

Steve@d6tm.org

How Does Our Garden Grow?   
Greetings District 6 from your Lieutenant Governor of Marketing!

How Does Our Garden Grow?”  The Toastmaster year officially began on July 1st. I have been kept busy processing inquiries from people who want to start Toastmasters clubs at their place of business or in their community. We have conducted one new club demo and one club save demo in the month of July. In August, there will be 1-4 new club demonstration meetings. There are currently 3 potential clubs meeting that have not yet reached the 20 member minimum required to charter. I hope to have all 3 of these clubs chartered by September 30th.

Have an idea for a new club?  Send an email to lgm@d6tm.org with your idea. Any information you can offer regarding a contact name or phone number would be very helpful. 

What about YOUR garden? The DCP has two goals that focus on membership. One goal is to get 4 new members. Another goal is to get 4 more new members. Your club officers should be meeting to establish your club goals for the year. How about setting a goal to gain one new member each month? Just think of the excitement that one smiling face can add to your club meetings!  If you want ideas and/or suggestions for how to go about setting membership goals, feel free to contact me. I am here to help!

Remember that clubs that have fewer than 20 members must have a net gain of 5 before June 30, 2003 to qualify for Distinguished Club status. Don’t know what your club membership count is? Check your club’s DCP report on www.toastmasters.org to find out.  

Membership Contest: Your club can earn the Smedley Award ribbon by adding 5 new members from August 1 – September 30, 2002. Can your club earn this award? You bet they can!!!

State Fair Booth: District 6 will have a booth in the Education building during the Minnesota State Fair, August 22 – September 2. Toastmasters will staff the booth from 9 AM to 9 PM each day. Go to www.d6tm.org and click on the link for the State Fair to learn more about it.  

Come see us at the fair!!  It’ll be tons of FUN!!

DUES: Dues for the October, 2002 – March, 2003 period need to be submitted to Toastmasters International by October 1, 2002. It is not too early to start collecting dues from your club members. Your club treasurer should inform each club member of the amount due, who to make the check out to, and where to mail the check so that prompt payment can be made. If you have questions regarding dues, feel free to contact me. I want 100% of our District clubs to pay dues on time. Can we do it?  YES we can!!
Mary Swanson

2002-03 Lieutenant Governor of Marketing
lgm@d6tm.org   
(H) 952-492-3688
Hello Toastmaster Leaders!

As the District 6 Public Relations Officer, it is my responsibility to let people know about Toastmasters. When speaking about the benefits of Toastmasters, it is helpful to use real-life examples or profiles of actual members. Who do YOU know that has benefited from Toastmasters? Do you know a Toastmaster who a profound fear of public speaking but was able to overcome it through Toastmasters? Or perhaps someone who was able to transfer skills he/she learned in Toastmasters to other areas of their lives?
What significant Toastmasters event occurred in 1973? Women were allowed to become members! Prior to that, only men could join. Do you know any women in District 6 who joined 30 years ago?

If you know anyone that meets the above criteria, please let me know. I’m also interested in having additional members help with PR efforts – write articles, contact radio stations, etc. Ask your club members to contact me if they are interested.

There are several templates for club flyers on the District website (www.d6tm.org). Your Vice-President Public Relations can personalize them for your club. The District tri-fold brochure can be customized or used as-is by distributing to libraries, church bulletin boards, etc. 

Let me know how I can help!

Lori Spangler, DTM 

Public Relations Officer

651/483-1172 or pro@d6tm.org

Hello Fellow Toastmasters!

Just when I gave up my President's position at Mutual Voices and started to have Toastmasters withdrawal, Judy Southwick called to see if I'd like to be the Web Editor for the District 6 website. How could I turn down such a great opportunity - you really can't say "no" to Judy! With some help from Mary Swanson and Cliff Heinsch, I was setup with access to actually make changes on these pages. And now we're making some great progress.  Just take a look at this newsletter – now online! 

You'll notice the Speechcraft page has been updated with new and exciting information. We're working to keep the calendar and officer training pages up-to-date. Check out the Fall Conference information and, Area Governors, watch for a face lift coming soon on your page. If you ever need to find someone or some club, check out the club and district directories. 

Keep checking the site for new updates. My goal is to ensure the District 6 website continues to provide you with the most current information about the District. Please feel free to contact me at "webeditor@d6tm.org" if you have information you'd like posted.

Sincerely,

Angie Dys
District 6 Web Editor
angie@d6tm.org
		


							August 4, 2002





Dear Club President:	


This newsletter brings a new and exciting change.  The leadership team and I decided to put the monthly newsletter on the District 6 website.  The decision was made for many reasons – cost of postage, technology availability, and the speed of information provided.  I am interested in your feedback to the change.  Visit � HYPERLINK "www.d6tm.org" ��www.d6tm.org�.


In just two weeks I will be heading to San Antonio, Texas for the annual Toastmaster’s International Convention.  District 6 will be honored for meeting the goal of Distinguished District.  Ask anyone who has ever gone what it feels like to step on the stage with your fellow District Toastmasters and receive applause and recognition from Toastmasters all over the world!  Are you wondering how District 6 achieved the goal?  The answer is clear – by following the Distinguished District plan, staying focused, meeting deadlines and following up.  This year I have the four District 6 critical success goals as my screen saver.  Every time I turn on my computer, my goals are a visual reminder to me.  What are you doing to meet your Toastmaster goals?  One of the club goals you can complete is to attend Club Officer training by August 31, 2002.  Training times are posted on the web site and as the CEO of your club, suggest your officers attend with you (bonding time).  Your meetings will improve with everyone knowing their officer roles. 


Fall Speech Contests – Be sure that your club’s Humorous Speech and Evaluation contests are held early enough for your contestants to prepare for the Area Speech Contests.  Just a reminder, you need a test speaker for the Evaluation contest.


Judges Training – Judges training will be offered September 13, 2002.  Watch the Web site for details.  Learn what to look for in judging speakers and contest ethics. 


Serengeti Safari – The Fall Conference will be held in Owatonna, MN, Holiday Inn on October 18 & 19.  Rosie Davis, Conference Chair, and her committee are working hard to bring you an exciting, memorable event.  Take a walk on the wild side with us.  Bring your family to enjoy the indoor Serengeti Water Park. Registration and information are on the web site.  


Fall Conference Presenters – We are looking for presenters for the Fall Conference and the future TELI in February.  Please submit your idea for an educational presentation to Rosie.  Details are found on the Serengeti flyer in the District 6 web site.  





“Be Your Best!”   


Sincerely,


Judy


Judy Southwick


District Governor
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