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Hello District 6!

This has been an exciting year so far!

MORE DTMs!!!:  Two more Toastmasters have achieved Distinguished Toastmaster status.  Laura Hutt (Summit) and Owen Nelson (King Boreas) both achieved their DTM in September.  They join George Kane and Jim Miller, and will have their plaques presented to them by me at their club meeting.

EDUCATIONAL GOALS BEING MET:  We have a goal of 395 CTMs and we have 55 CTMs already!  That’s 14 percent of our goal.  Southern leads the way with 22% of their goal met, and Frontier and Western lead in numbers with 10 each.

We have a goal of 109 ATMs and we have 21 ATMs already.  That’s 19 percent of our goal.  Western leads the way having met 35% of their goals by attaining 6 already.  Things are looking fantastic!

PRIZE WINNERS:  Several people achieved their educational awards and then attended their division contests to win the $10 Holiday gift certificates.  Winners were Anne Bjelland (Metro), Scott Miller (Southern), Mary Swanson (Western), Gene Van Massenhove (Frontier), and Russ Golder (Eastern).

HAVE YOU FILLED OUT YOUR DCP?:  The question was asked recently if following the DCP means your club is more successful.  The answer is YES!  Members and clubs both need to have goals to keep members engaged and interested.  Most clubs that don’t follow the Distinguished Club Program struggle.  If you don’t already use it, try it.  It works!

EDUCATIONAL INTEGRITY:  I know of a few instances lately where Toastmasters have given the exact same speech and taken manual credit for it.  Now, I’m definitely an opponent of non-manual speeches and believe there is definitely a benefit in repeating speeches to learn to be a better speaker.  And you should definitely be evaluated on one of the manual projects.  However, it is unethical to give the same speech without at least a major variation and take credit for it.  Remember, awards are given out on good faith that you’re being honest so please think about it.

A CHALLENGE FOR YOU!:  I challenge every toastmaster in District 6 to set an educational goal for him/herself an accomplish it.  Do it as a club and make it a contest and make it fun!  Jim Miller just got his 6th DTM and has inspired me to get my stuff together and go for my 2nd DTM this year.  I know I can make at least a CL and ATM-B if nothing else.

Don’t forget to Be Your Best in everything you do!

Steve Lockwood, DTM

Lt Gov of Education and Training

651-330-0705

steve@d6tm.org

How Does Our Garden Grow?   
October 5, 2002
Greetings District 6 from your Lieutenant Governor of Marketing!

How Does Our Garden Grow?”  It is my pleasure to announce that District 6 has its first chartered club of the Toastmaster year!! Speech Recovery #9610 meets at Kroll Ontrack in Eden Prairie. This club is in Western Division, Area 86. Congratulations and welcome!!

The District will grow by a minimum of two clubs during the month of October. Yippee!! There will be at least three demonstration meetings before Halloween. The momentum is building. I am having fun tending to the young plants in the garden while continuing to plant new seeds each day. 

Club specialists needed!  Are you interested in helping a low member club get back to charter strength (20 members)? If interested, contact me. The District has several clubs who would benefit from having a club specialist work with them. 

What about YOUR garden? How many new members has your club gained so far this year? Each club should strive to gain at least one new member a month. Did you have a guest attend your last club meeting? Was the guest invited to join? It is the responsibility of every club member to participate in the membership building effort. 

Does your club have a guest packet? A typical guest packet contains information about Toastmasters, your club meetings, your officers, and a membership application. This packet should be given to every guest that attends your club meeting. Your guest should learn about your club as well as who to contact when they decide to join.

Membership Contest: Did your club add 5 new members between August 1 and September 30th? If it did, then your club qualified for the Smedley Award. Recipients of this award will be published in next month’s newsletter.
Remember that clubs that have fewer than 20 members must have a net gain of 5 before June 30, 2003 to qualify for Distinguished Club status. 

LOW MEMBER CLUBS (10 or fewer members): Does this describe your club? Does your club want help devising a plan for membership growth? Feel free to send me an email or call me. There are resources that can be utilized to get your club on the path to success!! 

DUES: Dues for the October, 2002 – March, 2003 period should have been submitted to Toastmasters International. Deadline for TI to receive dues: October 10, 2002. If your club dues have not been submitted yet, please send them in TODAY.  

CONTESTS: The District team is attending all eight Division speech contests this fall. It is enjoyable to witness the terrific evaluations and entertaining humorous speeches. I look forward to serving as your Toastmaster for the District Humorous Speech contest on October 19th in Owatonna. See you there!! 

Mary Swanson

2002-03 Lieutenant Governor of Marketing
lgm@d6tm.org   
(H) 952-492-3688
Happy Toastmasters Month!

What have you been doing to celebrate OUR month! A lot has been happening and I’d like to share a few with you:

· Metro Division hosted a noon event on October 3rd with Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak presenting a Toastmasters Month Proclamation. Long-time Minneapolis Toastmasters and Clubs founded in the 1930’s-1940’s were also honored. Over 60 people attended. Kudos to Teresa Wernecke and Allan Bernard for hosting such a fun event!

· Area 31 Governor, Ter Scott, has been working with the Mayor’s Office in Duluth to receive their proclamation.

· In St. Cloud and Bloomington, plans are underway to have the Mayors present proclamations at the Northern and Central Division Contests, respectively.

· We’ve received a proclamation from St. Paul Mayor Randy Kelly. Area 14 Governor, Bob Wagner, has organized a skyway campaign—to handout Toastmasters information during lunch in the downtown St. Paul skyways mentioning special club meetings.

An effective public relations campaign is integral for a successful club. Recently I sent an email to club Vice President Public Relations. If your club does not have a VP-PR, I encourage you to get one. The Toastmasters International web site: www.toastmasters.org lists each club. Please check with your VP PR that he/she has checked the web site to confirm that your club meeting information is correct. If your listing does not give a club contact phone number or your club web site, have it added. This can easily be done by sending an email to: officers@toastmasters.org.

Let me know how I can help! 

Sincerely,

Lori Spangler, DTM
District 6 Public Relations Officer
pro@d6tm.org
651-483-1172

Want to create a website for your club, but not sure where to get started?  Come to Owatonna and attend my presentation:  “Creating Your Club’s Website”.  We’ll cover how to get started, where to “host” your site, and what information to include.  A club website is the perfect promotional tool.  I’ll provide you the tools needed to create a great-looking, informative club website.

My goal as Web Editor is to ensure the District 6 website continues to provide you with the most current information about District 6.  I receive ideas and information from members all over the District – thanks for helping to keep the site current!

Check out some of the latest updates:

· Serengeti Safari Fall Conference:  Registration, Educational Speakers, Agenda and Flyer.

· October is Toastmasters Month – see examples of events being held throughout the District.  Consider setting up a special event in your Area.  To make the job easier, include all the Clubs and spread the work around.

· Fall Speech Division Contest results – come out to support your fellow Toastmasters in Owatonna!  Learn to swing dance with your friends, get some great pointers during the Evaluation Contest, attend the educational sessions, and then laugh like you’ve never laughed before at the Humorous Speech Contest.

Please feel free to contact me at "webeditor@d6tm.org" if you have information you'd like posted.  See you in Owatonna!

Sincerely,

Angie Dys
District 6 Web Editor
angie@d6tm.org
	October 5, 2002


Dear	Club Presidents:





Fall season is here and that means contest time!  I am hoping to see you at the Fall Conference October 18 & 19, Holiday Inn, Owatonna.  There are actually two hotels we can use for lodging and they share the same parking lot.  If the Holiday Inn is booked, call the Comfort Inn and ask for one of the Toastmaster rooms.  Conference Chair Rosie Davis has a special door prize, a drawing for one night at Superior Shores, Duluth.  I have stayed there, so I can attest to the fact it’s a great resort and a great prize. You need to be present Saturday evening to win.  If you have never attended a Conference before, this is your year, your opportunity to participate.  You will start coming year after year – I guarantee it!  





Area Visits – Has your Area Governor visited your club?  If not, call him/her and schedule the visit.  Every club deserves a visit from the District team.





Toastmaster Month – How is your club celebrating Toastmaster’s month?  Suggest something special to honor the month of our founding.  I will help recognize many of our long-standing clubs and members in Minneapolis October 3.  Several clubs chartered in 1937 and Toastmaster Jack Pelinka has been a member 50 years!  Mayor R.T. Ryback will be presenting me a proclamation recognizing October as Toastmaster month.  Thanks to Teresa Wernecke, Lori Spangler and Allan Bernard for their planning efforts.





District 6 Digest – The first issue of the District 6 Digest has been mailed to each Toastmaster member.  I hope to have the District Directory in club officer’s hands yet this month.





Calendar Events – The District Holiday party will be held at Awada’s, St. Paul, December 5.  Any Toastmaster and guest can attend from District 6.  We can accommodate the first 100 people.  See the Website for more details.





I’ll see you on the Serengeti Trail.	DUES ARE DUE NOW!


“Be Your Best!”  


Sincerely,


Judy


Judy Southwick


District Governor
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