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Hello District 6,

What a fantastic year we’re having!!!  We’re well on our way to being distinguished for the third year in a row!

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION: My grand road tour of West Texas, Carlsbad Caverns, Big Bend National Park, Mexico, and finally the convention in San Antonio was a blast!  It was fun receiving our awards and meeting Toastmasters from all over the world.  

Congratulations to our new International Director, Linda Hawk from Alberta, Canada.  My fellow Viking club member Keith Hardy ran a great campaign.

EDUCATIONAL GOALS: We’re well on our way to meeting our goals this year.  14% of the year is completed, and International Division is leading the way!

CTMs:  8% of goal completed (33/395).  Top 3 leaders: International Division (3/20), Frontier Division (7/54), and Southern Division (5/41).

ATMs: 12% of goal completed (13/109).  Top 3 leaders: International Division (1/5), Southern Division (2/11), and Western Division (3/17).

DTMs:  Jim Miller and George Kane have achieved the highest educational accomplishment in Toastmasters.  I will be presenting them their plaques at their club meetings on 9/19 and 10/5, respectively.  If you get your DTM this year I will formally present your plaque to you at your club meeting!  This is Jim’s 6th DTM!  The DTM takes several years of hard work and the district will pay a lot of attention to you this year!

TRAINING:  With two days to go, 65% of District 6 officers have been trained.  Special recognition to Eastern, International, and Southern Division for achieving 100% trained!

BEAT THE CLOCK: The last membership campaign for last year was Beat the Clock, for any club that gained 5 new members in May and June.  It was very successful!  Thirteen clubs achieved this goal: Shock Rhythm and Talk (the big winner with 8 new members), Golden Medal (6), LDI Torchmasters (6), Blues Communications Plus (5), Carlson (5), Crest O the Hill (5), On Target (5), Rise N Shine (5), Roller Toasters (5), Speakers By Design (5), Summit (5), We’re Toast (5), and William Mitchell (5).

CLARIFICATION:  Last month I said a $10 Holiday Gift Certificate would be given out at every contest.  I meant at every DIVISION contest this year.  

Have a great September!

Steve Lockwood, DTM

651-330-0705/steve@d6tm.org
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 How Does Our Garden Grow?   
September 1, 2002
Greetings District 6 from your Lieutenant Governor of Marketing!

Toastmasters International Convention: A fun six days was spent in San Antonio, Texas! I enjoyed being a part of the process to elect new International Directors and top officers. I spent hours talking to candidates and attending the Candidate’s Showcase. The World Championship of Public Speaking was exciting to watch. Wow! I am glad that I wasn’t a judge!!  

How Does Our Garden Grow?”  Since July 1st, four new club demos have been held. Five prospective clubs are meeting but have not reached the 20 members required to charter. I am optimistic that 2-3 of these clubs will charter before September 30th. At least two more new club demonstration meetings will be held in September. 

Want to help a new club form?  Send an email to lgm@d6tm.org if you are interested in participating in a new club demo or serving as a club sponsor or mentor. If you want to learn what the process is to form a new club or what the club sponsors and mentors do, download the following document from the internet to learn more: http://www.toastmasters.org/pdfs/121.pdf. When a new club charters, I will publish the name of the chartered club as well as the sponsors and mentors. If you have any questions, contact me. I am here to help!!!

What about YOUR garden? How many new members has your club gained so far this year? Each club should strive to gain at least one new member a month. Thirty-two clubs have gained at least one member since July 1. The Rat Pack and Nanabijou clubs have each gained four new members. They both have earned one DCP point as a result. Fantastic!! 

Membership Contest: Your club can earn the Smedley Award ribbon by adding 5 new members from August 1 – September 30, 2002. Can your club earn this award? You bet they can!!!

Remember that clubs that have fewer than 20 members must have a net gain of 5 before June 30, 2003 to qualify for Distinguished Club status. 

LOW MEMBER CLUBS (10 or fewer members): Does this describe your club? Does your club want help devising a plan for membership growth? Feel free to send me an email or call me. There are resources that can be utilized to get your club on the path to success!! 

State Fair Booth: District 6 was at the Minnesota State Fair, August 22 – September 2. The booth was a huge success!!  Over 70 volunteers pitched in to staff the booth for at least three hours. A big round of applause goes to the State Fair co-chairs, Amy Holzle and Bill Kelley. A special thanks to Ken Kendle his assistance and support while I was in San Antonio.  THANKS!
DUES: Dues for the October, 2002 – March, 2003 period need to be submitted to Toastmasters International by October 1, 2002. Now is the time to collect dues from club members. Your club treasurer should inform each club member of the amount due, who to make the check out to, and where to mail the check so that prompt payment can be made. Let’s get 100% of our District clubs to pay dues on time. Contact me if you have any questions about dues payment.

Mary Swanson

2002-03 Lieutenant Governor of Marketing
lgm@d6tm.org   
(H) 952-492-3688
Hello Toastmaster Leaders!

October is OUR month! October has traditionally been designated as “Toastmasters Month” because in October, 1924 the first club started. Governor Ventura has already proclaimed October as “Toastmasters Month” in Minnesota -- Let’s celebrate!

Plans are currently underway to get proclamations from the cities of St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, and Roseville. I’d love to get proclamations and publicity for every town/city that has a club. If you can get the proclamation for your city/town, please let me know.

Are you proud to be a Toastmaster? Have your communication skills improved because of the Toastmasters program? Have you seen other Toastmasters benefit from being a member? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, it is your responsibility to tell others about Toastmasters. You and your club have a month to plan something special.

There are lots of things your club can do to highlight October as Toastmasters Month:

· Hold a “special” meeting or Open House and encourage members to bring visitors; invite elected officials of your city/town

· Create special flyers publicizing OUR month

· Invite past members back for a club meeting focused on the benefits of Toastmasters

· If you are in a company club, ask the company CEO to proclaim October as Toastmasters Month

Let me know how I can help!

Lori Spangler, DTM

District 6 Public Relations Officer

651/483-1172; pro@d6tm.org

In the past month, we’ve added some exciting new pages to the District 6 website – and also enhanced a few existing pages.  The “What’s New” page has been updated to include a date when articles are posted. Be sure to check this out to stay in touch with all the latest developments.  Check the site daily because changes happen often.  Watch for the “NEW!” symbol to find the latest updates.

A new Education section has been added (links from the left-side navigation bar on the front page).  This section provides information about the Toastmaster Tracks and the Distinguished Program – for Clubs, Areas, Divisions and District.  You can also download presentations given at the TELI and Area Governor’s training session.  Be careful!  The Powerpoint files are large and may take some time to download.  Watch for updates to the Speech Manuals too – coming soon!

Also added, if you’ve achieved a designation your name will be listed on the Designation Awards page for all to see.  Congratulations to everyone for accomplishing these goals!  Are you ready for your Club and Area contests?  Be sure to attend the Judges Training – and check out the new Speech Contests page.  This page provides a guideline for the Toastmaster and Chief Judge.

Finally, don’t forget to check the District Calendar for all the upcoming events.  Thanks everyone for all your contributions to the site!  Keep the information coming and I’ll gladly to post it.  

Angie Dys

District 6 Web Editor

	September 1, 2002


Dear Club President:


Last month I told you I was heading to San Antonio, Texas.  I’m back and had a wonderful time meeting with Toastmasters from around the world, attending the Championship of Public Speaking and gaining new ideas I can use for District 6.  I even had my picture taken with the International President, Gavin Blakey.  He is called the “Wonder from Down Under” because he is from Australia.  Next year if you want to plan a vacation and combine it with your love of Toastmasters, the convention will be held in Atlanta, Georgia in August. See you there!  We will feature the convention in the upcoming District Digest delivered to you soon.	


Dues are due – See Lt.Governor of Marketing Mary Swanson’s article.  Please get your club dues in on time.  We count on every club to continue its membership and involvement.


Fall Speech Contests –Your club Humorous Speech and Evaluation contests should be scheduled. I am sure your Area Governor will ask for your assistance at the Area level.  Volunteer to serve!!!!!


Judges Training – Judges training will be offered September 10, 2002 at the Wescott Library, Eagan.  The training will be held 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. with George Kane as trainer.  I can’t stress the importance of this training enough.  Encourage your members to attend and learn what to look for in judging. 


Serengeti Safari – The Fall Conference will be held in Owatonna, MN, Holiday Inn on October 18 & 19.  Rosie Davis, Conference Chair, and her committee are working hard to bring you an exciting, memorable event.  Reserve your room now!! The hotel has a great water park you and your family will love.


Fall Conference Presenters – We are looking for presenters for the Fall Conference.  Please submit your idea for a presentation to Rosie Davis, Conference Chair, by September 7.  We still have one or two openings.


Training credit – Steve Lockwood, Lt. Governor Education & Training, is posting club training credit on the website.  Check your club’s training credit and if it doesn’t agree, let Steve know.


District Directory – We hope to have the District 6 directory to club officers by the end of September or early October.


Holiday Party – The District 6 Holiday party will be held December 5 at Awada’s Restaurant, St. Paul.  We will be celebrating about 5:30 p.m.  Awada’s can handle 100 people, so we need you to register your attendance and meal selection with Kim.  Details will be posted on the website soon.


“Be Your Best!”   


Sincerely,





Judy





Judy Southwick


District Governor
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